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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
Extension Service 
Office of Exhibits 


A Summary of the Exhibit 
WOOL AND WARMTH 


A booth exhibit showing fabrics and fleeces; 

methods of production and their profits; how 

to test cloth and other things of general 

interest to the average fair patron. 
Specifications 


Rpg epene~ = — = - cian 13 ft.front,& ft. 


fet erace= = —- = - - ~~ -.= None. (deep. 
Shipping weight - - - - - - 960 lbs. 
tlectrical requirements - - None. 
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WOOL AND WARMTH 
How It Looks 


The exhibits in this demonstration booth are 
shown, for the most part, by real articles. For in- 
stance, the three men on the center. section wear real 
cloth clothes made from different types of woolen | 
goods. At the bottom of this section are to be found 
the materials used in testing cloth to determine if it 
is wool. This test is demonstrated several times a day 
by the attendant in charge of the exhibit. 

The left section shows pictures of four opera- 
tions or Niet ies ed in shearing sheep and taking | 
care of the fleece. Samples of proper and improper 
kinds of twine used in tying up fleeces are shown at 
the bottom ee the left. section. : 

An interesting exhibit is shown on the right 
section, pone fleeces showing the maximem and mini- 
mun weigshts (yields) for good. and poor wool are shown 
together.with.the amounts of scoured wool and dirt and 
grease whieh. they yielded. The value of a. good. and a 
poor flesce is also given for the fleeces on exhibition. 

The booth is 13 feet across the front, % feet 
deep and 7 fest 4 inches high. 


What It Tells 


The exhibit furnishes information of interest 
to growers, manufacturers, and the public. Wool varies 
a great deal in fineness, length, strength, and manu- 
facturing value. The selection and breeding of sheep 
govern in large measurs the Tineness end to quite an 
extent the length and spinning quality, while the feed- 
ing, care, and health of the sheep are of vital impor 
tance in the production of heavy, strong, lofty fleeces 

seful in the manufacture of warm, durable, and attrac- 

tive garments, robes; and blankets. | 

When shearing sheep their fleeces should be ary 
nd the work done on a clean, well-swept floor free 
from straw, chaff or litier of any kind. ‘The fleece | 


ought to. be clipped close-to the-skin andthe shearer“ 7” 


should avoid second cuttings of the same wool as fibers 
of good length are desirable. The next step is to roll 
and tie the fleece, wrapping the string first at right 
angles to the direction in which the fleece is rolled 
and second parallel to the direction in which it alle 
rolled... Oné wrap each way is sufficient. saci 

The fabrics shown: on the center: panel Ratha enter 
the suitings made from wool of half-blood fineness and 
overcoating made from wool of coarse grades. It will he ak. 
noted that half-blood wool of good length is called "comb- 
ing" wool. This is.a trade term.which indicates that the 
wool is of sufficient length to be combed in the manufac- 
turing procéss. Wool of such length can be made into 
durable worsted as shown. The short wool from.which the 
woolen suiting is made has the grade term "half- blood 
Clothing." "Half-blood". indicates that -the fineness is. 
the same as that of the wool from which the worsted was 
made, while-the word "clothing"- indicates -the wool is too 
short to be combed. Such wool is-generally made into 
woolen or flannel goods; therefore, worsted is more dur-. 
able and’ ugually:more popular than the woolen or flannel 
goods when the worsted and woolen are of equal weight and 
the wools from which they are made are of equal fineness, 
strength, and spinning quality. . 

On the basis of fineness, prices of Wool are 
GQucsted by the following grades, which are named in the 
ordsr of fineness: Fine, haif-blood, three-cighths blood, 
Quarter-blood, low aQvarter-blood, common, and braid. The 
word "blood" in connecticn with wool grade terms has no 
reference to the breeding of sheep but is used in connec~ 
tion with fractions to desienate fineness. Fine and half- 
blood wool are preduced by purebred and high-grade Merinos 
and Rambouillets; three-eighths blood and quarter-blood 
by medium-wool sheep, such as Shropshires, Hampshires and 
Oxfords; low Pretec biood by the coarsest of medium-wool 
sheep and grade coarse-wool sheep, and braid by high- 
grade, or purebred, coarse-wool ‘sheep, such as Coltswold, 
Lincelns, and Leicesters. 

The grade "fine" is the finest and "half-blood" 
the coarsest of what is commonly called fine wool, that 
is, half-Blood wool is coarser than the finest of Merino 
or Rambouillet wool, but finer than what we usually call 
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/ medium wool; “three-eighths-blood" is the finest of | 

medium wool, and "quarter-blood" the coarsest of medium — 

wool; "low-quarter-blood" is coarser than aper Erp less. 
but the finest of coarse wool, while "braid" is very. 


coarse and "common" is intermediate in fineness tom _— 


low quarter-blood and braid, 
Where To Get Information 


The following publication may be obtained free 
of charge from the U.S. Department of seECRARET?, 
Washington, D. C. 

Farmers' Bulletin 576 - Breeds of Sheae for Farm. 


The following publication may be obtained tuetion 
the Superintendent of Documents, Washington, D.C., for 
fifteen cents.per. copy. 

U.S.D,A. Bulletin 206 - Woolgrower and Soak trade 


